INTO BATTLE
damaging to our position in what is called, somewhat oddly, the
Middle East, In the defence of Somaliland, for instance, we had
counted upon strong French forces attacking the Italians from
Jibuti. We had counted also upon the use of the French naval
and air bases in the Mediterranean, and particularly upon the North
African shore. We had counted upon the French Fleet. Even
though metropolitan France was temporarily overrun, there was
no reason why the French Navy, substantial parts of the French
Army, the French Air Force and the French Empire overseas should
not have continued the struggle at our side.
Shielded by overwhelming sea-power, possessed of invaluable
strategic bases and of ample funds, France might have remained
one of the great combatants in the struggle* By so doing, France
would have preserved the continuity of her life, and the French
Empire might have advanced with the British Empire to the rescue
of the independence and integrity of the French Motherland. In
our own case, if we had been put in the terrible position of France,
a contingency now happily impossible, although, of course, it would
have been the duty of all war leaders to fight on here to the end,
it would also have been their duty, as I indicated in my speech of
4th June, to provide as far as possible for the Naval security of
Canada and our Dominions and to make sure they had the means
to carry on the struggle from beyond the oceans. Most of the
other countries that have been overrun by Germany for the time
being have persevered valiantly and faithfully. The Czechs, the
Poles, the Norwegians, the Dutch, the Belgians are still in the field,
sword in hand, recognised by Great Britain and the United States
as the sole representative authorities and lawful Governments of
their respective States.
That France alone should lie prostrate at this moment, is the
crime, not of a great and noble nation, but of what are called " the
men of Vichy." We have profound sympathy with the French
people. Our old comradeship with France is not dead. In General
le Gaulle and his gallant band, that comradeship takes an effective
;orm. These free Frenchmen have been condemned to death by Vichy,
bu^t the day will come, as surely as the sun will rise to-morrow, when
their names will be held in honour, and their names will be graven in
stone in the streets and villages of a France restored in a liberated
Europe to its full freedom and its ancient fame. But this conviction
which I feel of the future cannot affect the immediate problems which
confront us in the Mediterranean and in Africa. It had been decided
some time before the beginning of the war not to defend the Protecto-
rate of Somaliland. That policy was changed in the early months of
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